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Mindset shift 
The city as a shared space
Address lifestyle, information and social responsibility. 
Instead of waiting for someone else to take action, 
ask yourself “how can I help?”. We need a shift in our
consumption and production patterns – from a focus 
on doing less harm to creating added value. See 
yourself as a circulent rather than a consumer.

Ecological resilience 
The city as a resilient 
ecosystem
Develop nature-based solutions that regenerate
natural systems in order to increase the capacity of
our environment. This mitigates climate hazards and
promotes health and well-being in cities.

Track, trace and connect 
The city as a driver of change
Monitor and manage material flows, and facilitate
stakeholder engagement among different industries,
locations and scales. Digital tools and platforms can
facilitate real-time mapping of resource flows and help
to determine context-specific alternatives for waste
reduction, such as to narrow, slow, regenerate and
cycle resources. 

Government measures 
The city as a facilitator
Regulate and facilitate the implementation of a 
circular system through policies and instruments, from
top-down to bottom-up approaches. Legislation,
subsidies and innovative business models incentivise
and promote the implementation and management of
circular strategies.

Systemic design thinking 
The next steps
Take a systemic approach to design, from local 
to regional scales, and envision how to integrate 
individual stakeholders, spatial components and 
resource flows. From underground to above-ground 
infrastructure, open spaces and buildings, the spatial 
layers must enable synergies between resource 
flows and the relevant end users and stakeholders.

	� Create knowledge exchange events 
for educational outreach

	� Promote shared services (utility 
infrastructures, mobility, goods) and 
spaces (living and working facilities)

	� Promote reuse before constructing new 
structures, by incentivising the adaptation 
of existing buildings and infrastructures

	� Regenerate natural system and expand ecological 
structures through the urban environment

	� Use ecological systems as urban  
infrastructure for provisioning, regulating  
and providing cultural services

	� Promote bio-materials

	� Create a platform that connects stakeholders 
so they can track, trace and monitor 
material flows through the city

	� Develop tools to map, measure and 
monitor resource availability within 
the city, region or country

	� Design benchmarking tools and indicators to 
assess and evaluate the progress of actions

	� Put regulations in place for controlling waste 
production and incentivise circular resources

	� Create innovative instruments for 
institutional, knowledge and financial 
support of circular practices

	� Work out a circular economy roadmap at the 
city or regional level to define the contextual 
strategies for your specific location

	� Think through scales – from local to regional

	� Incentivise stakeholder engagement

	� Promote circular area developments 
(neighbourhoods and districts)
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